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slender shape of the candlestick, for 
example, makes reference to the bird's 
long neck. The candle burns and melts 
over the interlocked body leaving a 
sculptured layer of wax which suggests 
the flamingo's feathers. 

Timber is a dominant medium in most 
of Khalid's collections. "It is true to say 
that I have an affinity with this material. 
As a medium, it has a reaction from 
the moment you cut it. When I finish 
the piece and oil it, it is not the end. It 
comes alive, it moves. It reacts towards 
heat, humidity and cool weather. It's 
something to take care of," he says. 

Khalid has also been a part of 
varied collaborations. He says, "I love 
collaborating with other brands. One 
of the simplest but most challenging 
was the COS collaboration where I and 
five other international designers each 
had to use one square metre of white 
sheet paper to create something. It was 
a medium that I used for the first time 
within a limited quantity and specific 
brief. For me it was one of the nicest 
projects I was involved in". 

Simple lines mixed with rich detail 
and fine materials are the hallmarks of 
a Khalid Shafar design. Being conscious 
of his motto, “Think Global, Act Gobal”, 
his future projects include a couple of 
collaborations which are in the pipeline 
and a new product line under his label 
which is set to be launched during the 
first quarter of 2017.  

ARTISTIC 
COLLABORATOR
Above: The Cabin, 
an interactive 
space which is 
an experience 
between sea 
and land. Below: 
Nakkash Gallery 
paired-up with 
Shafar for the 5th 
Edition of Design 
Days Dubai. 
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